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found in histological sections or smear preparations from these parts.
They vary greatly in size, measuring 0-5-25 f.i, and are rounded, oval
or somewhat angular in form. They are composed of a homogeneous
substance in which small round or oval bodies or granulations are
present. In preparations stained by Gienisa'w method or by eosin-
methylene-blue, the bodies are coloured in varying tints but have
on the whole an affinity for eosin. The nerve cells affected may
otherwise appear comparatively healthy. Opinion still varies regard-
ing the nature of the Negri bodies. One view is that they represent
products of reaction or of degeneration around the virus within the
nerve cells. Another put forward more recently is that they really
consist of masses or aggregates of minute * elementary corpuscles'
representing the virus. The important practical point is that they
are specific to rabies.
Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis or Infantile Paralysis. The
lesion in this disease may bo said to bo an acute, inflammatory condition
affecting chiefly, though not exclusively, the anterior comua, and
leading to destruction of the motor neuroma, with corresponding
paralysis and atrophy of the related muscles. For a considerable
time it has been known that it may occur in epidemics, and during
the great outbreaks of the disease in Europe and America about 1907,
it was conclusively proved to be an infective condition produced by
a filterable virus, of which several strains have now been distinguished.
The disease can be produced in monkeys by inoculation with emulsion
of an affected cord, etc. While intracerebral injection is the most
certain method, other routes are also successful, e.g. intraperitonoal,
subcutaneous, cutaneous, also by feeding, or swabbing the pharynx
or nose with the virus. It has been shown that the virus is present
in the nasal mucus of a person suffering from the disease and also
in the tonsils and lymph nodes and in the faeces. The infection
apparently reaches the central nervous system by passing from the
periphery via the nerves, Flexner originally believed that the chief
route of entry was from the xipper respiratory tract and there is no
doubt that operations on the throat in children, e.g. tonsillectomy,
provide ready access of the virus to ncrvo fibres along which it ascends
to the medulla, a specially dangerous form of the disease then resulting. '
In the ordinary type of case, however, recent work has tended to
emphasise the importance of infection entering by the alimentary
canal.
STRUCTTTRAL CHANGES. The disease affects especially the lumbar
and cervical enlargements, and these in an asymmetrical manner.
On naked-eye examination of the cord in aix acute case, there is little
to be observed beyond irregular congestion of the membranes over
the affected part of the cord, and a similar condition of the anterior
conma which may be attended by some softening and haemorrhage.
On microscopic examination there is found a pretty extensive
inflammatory condition of the leptomeninges, with infiltration of